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SUBJ: PANAMA AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

1 . A MEXICAN JOURNALIST FAMILIAR WITH THE UN CALLED ON 
TORRIJOS AND OTHER SENIOR PANAMANIANS IN PANAMA CITY LATE IN 
1975 AND CONCLUDED THAT PANAMA WOULD AGAIN SEEK AN EXTRA- 
ORDINARY SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON THE CANAL ISSUE IN 
PANAMA. THE SOURCE SAID THAT "THE PANAMANIANS" NOW CONCLUDE 
THAT THE MARCH 1973 MEETING IN PANAMA HAD, OVER TIME, 

PRODUCED NET ADVANTAGE TO PANAMA. 

2. PANAMA IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE ITS TURN AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
COUNCIL IN NOVEMBER 1976. THE DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT THE 
1973 SESSION IN PANAMA WAS TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE SC 
PRESIDENCY OF AQUILINO BOYD, WHO IS STILL PANAMANIAN PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE AT THE UN. 

3. WE DO NOT OF COURSE ATTACH MUCH WEIGHT TO THE SPECULATIONS 
OF A JOURNALIST WHO MADE ONLY A BRIEF VISIT TO PANAMA 

CITY AND IT IS AS YET EARLY IN PANAMA S CURRENT SC MEMBERSHIP. 
HOWEVER, IT IS OUR JUDGMENT THAT IF THE PANAMANIANS SHOULD 
DECIDE TO ASK FOR ANOTHER AWAY-FROM-HEADQUARTERS MEETING, THE 
COUNCIL WOULD ONCE AGAIN ACQUIESCE. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE COUNCIL MIGHT BE PERSUADED THAT NOVEMBER, THE 
HEIGHT OF GA ACTIVITY, WOULD BE A SINGULARLY INAPPRO- 
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PRIATE MONTH FOR THE COUNCIL TO GO TRAVELLING. 
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4. THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER WHETHER THERE 
ARE ANY STEPS IT MIGHT APPROPRIATELY TAKE THAT MIGHT 
DISSUADE THE PANAMANIANS FROM A DECISION TO SEEK A 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT OF THE 1973 CURCUS. 

MOYNIHAN 
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